
 

 
 

Discovering Historical Facts about The Palm Beaches 
 

 In 1893, Henry Flagler, father of modern Florida, arrives in the destination; declares Palm Beach a 
“Veritable Paradise.”  

 By 1894, Henry Flagler establishes Palm Beach as America’s First Resort Destination with the opening 
of the magnificent 1,200 room resort, The Royal Poinciana – the largest structure of its kind in the 
world at that time.  

 

 First opened as the Palm Beach Inn in 1896, Flagler’s ocean side resort becomes the world renowned 
resort – The Breakers. To this day, the resort is still owned and operated by descendants of the 
Flagler/Keenan family.  

 

 In 1896, Alexander H. Findley creates Florida’s first golf course; The Breakers Ocean Course.  
 

 Flagler builds Whitehall in 1903 as a gift for his third wife; a 60,000 square-foot (5574 m2) winter 
home overlooking Lake Worth Lagoon.  

 

 1909 – Palm Beach County is officially incorporated as a county.  
 

 Palm Beach County - largest county east of the Mississippi River - stretching 47 miles (75 km) along 
the Atlantic coastline and is larger than the State of Rhode Island.  

 

 In 1926, the Boca Raton Resort & Club opens as a private club. The legendary resort was designed by 
famed architect Addison Mizner.  

 

 Marjorie Meriwether Post, in 1927, builds Mar-A-Lago, a grand 115-room, 62,500-square foot (6,000 
m2) winter retreat in Palm Beach at a cost of $8 million. Donald Trump acquires Mar-A-Lago in 1985, 
transforming it into a unique conference, events venue and private club.  

 

 Palm Beach International Airport, formerly known as Morrison Field, opened in 1936. The airport’s 
24-gate jetway opened in 1988.  

 

 In 1979, the town of Wellington is established as a global center for Equestrian events and Polo 
championship games.  

 

 The National Croquet Center opens in West Palm Beach in 2001 as the world’s largest croquet sports 
facility.  

 

 1979 – The Baseball Spring Training tradition starts in Palm Beach County with the Atlanta Braves and 
the St. Louis Cardinals.  

 

 1998 – The $20 million Roger Dean Stadium opens with 13 ball fields and a main stadium, hosting the 
St. Louis Cardinals, the Montreal Expos, and as of 2003, the Florida Marlins for their spring training.  


