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Professions Across Tourism & Hospitality

The Palm Beaches PATH Foundation

Palm Beaches Culinary Certification

Concept Overview

The proposed Palm Beaches Culinary Certification is designed to strengthen South
Florida’s hospitality workforce by cultivating the next generation of skilled culinary
professionals. Powered by the region’s tourism economy and anchored in cross-sector
collaboration, this initiative would unite education, industry, and community partners to
elevate culinary arts as a cornerstone of regional economic vitality.

This concept reflects the type of workforce solution The Palm Beaches PATH Foundation
is uniquely positioned to help convene, coordinate, and scale.

The Opportunity

Palm Beach County’s continued growth as a premier destination, including the region’s
rising national and international recognition and MICHELIN Guide distinction, is
increasing demand for highly skilled culinary talent across luxury hotels, restaurants and
hospitality venues, country clubs and private communities, and amenity-rich residential
developments.



At the same time, employers across the region report persistent workforce gaps in
culinary and hospitality roles. A coordinated, industry-aligned credential could help close
this gap while creating clearer, more compelling career pathways for emerging talent.

Proposed Solution

The Palm Beaches Culinary Certification would provide industry-recognized training
aligned with employer needs, preparing aspiring culinarians to meet the high standards
of the region’s most dynamic hospitality employers.

The initiative would aim to:

Fast-track recruitment into culinary careers

Align training and placement with real-time employer demand
Elevate awareness of hospitality career pathways

Strengthen the education-to-workforce pipeline

Support long-term regional economic competitiveness

Backed by leading educational institutions and celebrated local chefs, the certification
would serve as a launchpad for individuals pursuing meaningful, upwardly mobile careers
in hospitality.

Role of Discover The Palm Beaches PATH Foundation

The Foundation’s role is not simply programmatic — it is catalytic. Through its unique
position as a central connector across traditionally siloed systems, The Palm Beaches
PATH Foundation can:

Convene education, industry, and workforce partners

Align stakeholders that typically operate in silos

Pilot and scale high-impact workforce solutions

Elevate the hospitality sector as a destination career pathway

Mobilize philanthropic investment to accelerate progress



Importantly, the Foundation is already helping organize related workforce initiatives —
including culinary apprenticeship efforts in partnership with regional leaders —
positioning this concept as a natural extension of momentum already underway.

Intended Impact
If advanced, the Palm Beaches Culinary Certification could help:

Build a stronger, future-ready hospitality workforce

Expand access to high-quality career pathways (economic mobility)

Support employer talent needs to align with growth, development, and demand
Reinforce Palm Beach County’s reputation for culinary excellence

Strengthen the broader regional economy

Strategic Framing
Our mission is to create a Palm Beaches Culinary Certification, Powered by Tourism!

The Palm Beaches Culinary Certification strengthens the foundation of South Florida’s
growth by cultivating the skilled culinary workforce that our region depends on. In a
rapidly evolving world where food fuels culture, hospitality, and economic vitality, we
unite tourism, education, and community to elevate the culinary arts as a cornerstone of
regional development.

From luxury hotels to vibrant restaurants, from world-class country clubs to amenity-rich
residential communities, South Florida’s success is built on exceptional culinary talent.
Backed by leading educational institutions and celebrated local chefs, this certification
prepares aspiring culinarians with industry-recognized training that meets the high
standards of the region’s most dynamic employers.

Our mission is to power opportunity. We fast track recruitment, connect businesses with
top-tier talent, and give candidates a meaningful launchpad into lifelong careers. Rooted
in Discover the Palm Beaches’ deep community partnerships, we are committed to
building a resilient, future-ready workforce that keeps South Florida’s hospitality sector
thriving and ensures the culinary heartbeat of our destination remains strong.
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